
I would like to start by saying CONGRADULATIONS to the 3rd graders on their 
amazing show “The Turkey’s Go On Strike.” They all worked very hard and it paid 
off. Now we are moving right onto the next one…”Beauty and the Beast, Jr.” The show 
has been cast and after-school rehearsals for the 5th grade musical begin Thursday 
December 6th, please take a look at the schedule that was sent home and is posted on the 
website. We have a great cast this year; just wait until you hear them sing! It’s exciting to 
see so many students involved and I know it’s going to be a great show. We are still in 
need of more parent volunteers, so if you can lend a hand with costumes, set construction 
or backstage monitoring please email: schemerys@schools.nyc.gov. Many costumes will 
need to be created and built for this show and please check the Prop List Needs on our 
website for items we are in need of.  We also need PAINT! All colors! 

 
Here are some other happenings in theater class: 

• Kindergarteners and 1st graders have begun experimenting with props, 
using them as they really are and transforming them into other objects. We 
created characters based on an individual, given character prop and you’d 
be amazed at what a cardboard box or stick can become in the hands of a 
child with their imagination switch flipped!! 

• My fabulous student teacher from NYU’s Educational Theater Program, 
Jessica, who has been working with me with students in theater class all 
Fall has been engaging our 2nd graders in a Directing unit. 

• 3rd graders will begin a unit on pantomime, acting without words, this 
month. We will engage in a number of pantomime activities and the unit 
will culminate in the students creating their own pantomime skits to 
perform for the class. 

• 4-406 and 4-409 are working on the process of acting and the 5 W’s 
(Who, What, Why, Where and When) of a character. We are exploring 
each one with specific acting exercises meant to deepen their 
understanding of what actors really do when they portray a given 
character. We have been focusing on emotions to enhance characterization 
within the activities we are using to explore the “W’s.” 
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